
Hello, World! This is the first newsletter of the DSI; we intend to have a new release once every term. After a 
unanimous Senate vote of approval in May, the DSI began operation on July 2nd, 2016. Since then, we are in a “build 
up” phase. One key activity is the hiring of staff, none of whom is more crucial than the research administrator. 
We are so fortunate that Dr. Kevin Lin has joined us. As Kevin introduces himself to us below, he brings a wealth of 
experiences that the DSI critically needs.

Another key activity is to establish our presence on campus and in cyberspace. Finding office space on campus is 
not easy. For the next year, we manage to find a temporary home in the ICICS Building. As for our website, we are in 
the final stage of going live. 

Last but not least, we are organizing DSI seminar lectures. The inaugural Distinguished Lecture will likely take place 
in early 2017. Apart from distinguished speakers from outside, we also plan to host seminars to be given by our own 
UBC researchers in the coming months. Please stay tuned for announcements. And if you have any suggestions 
regarding speakers, please let us know.

Raymond Ng 
Scientific Director

Scientific Director’s Message                   

DSI Postdoctoral Fellows (PDF) Fund                  
Two of the DSI’s chief activities are to foster interdisciplinary research projects 
(teams) that address data-intensive challenges and to provide comprehensive 
training opportunities to data scientists. As such, the DSI is providing seed or 
matched funding for postdoctoral fellowships to help champion these early-stage, 
data science projects. These high-calibre trainees will be the driving force to 
acquire preliminary data and results necessary to apply for larger grant and industry 
funding. The DSI PDF fund will contribute up to $40,000 for one year to selected 
projects. It is expected that DSI PDFs will spend up to 2 days a week working in the 
DSI lab and interacting with other fellows. For further information, please visit our 
website (dsi.ubc.ca) or contact Raymond Ng (rng@cs.ubc.ca).

Introducing DSI’s Research Administrator              
Dr. Kevin Lin joined the DSI as its Research Administrator in September 2016. He will be supporting the Scientific 
Director in establishing and running the DSI. This includes overseeing communications, outreach activities, seminar 
series and finances; interfacing with researchers and industry partners; and supporting team grant applications. 

“Greetings to all DSI affiliated faculty and members! I am truly excited about this opportunity to serve the DSI, UBC and its 
community of researchers. I am a UBC alumni with a PhD in Microbiology and Immunology. I spent three years at the BC 
Cancer Research Centre as a Leukemia & Lymphoma Society and MSFHR postdoctoral fellow where I was exposed to the 
genomics boom. Prior to joining the DSI, I was a Collaborative Grants Officer with the Life Sciences Institute, UBC, where I 
supported personalized medicine and microbial ecology projects, as well as co-founded the NSERC Create Training Program 
in Ecosystem Services, Commercialization and Entrepreneurship (ECOSCOPE; ecoscope.ubc.ca). My previous experience has 
provided me an appreciation for the growing importance of data science in all research disciplines and industry sectors. Feel 
free to contact me at kevin.lin@ubc.ca or 604-822-5852.” - Kevin Lin
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NOVEMBER 30 
DSI Seminar: Dr. Surajit 
Chaudhuri 

NOVEMBER 30
Master of Data Science 
Program Launch Event

FEBRUARY 2017 
Inaugural DSI Distinguished 
Lecture: Dr. Robert 
Gentleman

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Fall 2016


